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Introduction
Sopwith Crescent open space is a series of small connected green spaces in Merley running
alongside Sopwith Crescent, it is mainly amenity grassland with some tree cover. During the
coronavirus lockdown in 2020 a lack of grounds maintenance staffing capacity across BCP Council
meant that areas of previously mown grassland were left unmanaged. Sopwith Crescent was one of
these areas where grassy meadows developed due to a lack of maintenance.
BCP council undertook a three-week public consultation to find out what local residents and other
users think about leaving these patches of longer grass. The council wanted to understand what
public support there may be for changing mowing schedules to allow meadows to establish and
develop.
Summary of Methodology
Across the three-week consultation residents and interested parties could send in their comments on
the proposals via two methods:
Long-form comments via e-mail to environment@bcpcouncil.gov.uk. These responses were unlimited
in scope and size and as such lasted anywhere between one or two sentences to 2,500 words.
An online survey was also open over the same three weeks and was carried out via Google Forms.
Due to the quick turnaround of the project and limited time to fully develop a survey form this was
created quickly, and at first without any form of identification of responders. This was retro-fitted to
include a question requiring addresses be attached after 48 forms had already been completed. Due
to the limitations of the platform, more than one form can be submitted at a time and this was not
available to adjust. The form asked for comments on the general proposal whilst two other questions
directly asked for comment on the two map proposals put forwarded. All three questions were limited
to 1500 characters.
Consultation responses were collected between 23/10/2020 - 13/11/2020.
The Council would like to thank those who have given their time to provide their thoughts and
opinions within this consultation.
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Summary of Responses
Results
Total Number of Responses
Total Number of Responders/Legitimate
Responses*
Total FOR Proposals
Total COMPROMISE to Proposals
Total AGAINST Proposals
Total Local Responses (within 1 mile of
site)**
Responses from Residents more than 1 mile
from Site**

186
160
91
14
55
90
8

E-mail Responses
Number of Responses
Number of Responders/Legitimate
Responses*
Generally FOR the Proposals

Google Form
Responses
150
128

36
32
3

88
Option 1
55

General COMPROMISE to Proposals
Generally AGAINST the Proposals
Number that Provided Addresses**

5
24
27

Option 2
33
9
31
90

Regarding compromise cases presented within the Google Forms:
6 wanted the ‘pink community map’.
3 wanted a complete other suggestion.
*Legitimacy: It is noted that there are 32 e-mail and 128 Google Form responses, unequal to the
number of responders. This is because some people responded more than once, so have been coded
as one response only. These responders sent e-mails multiple times or completed the form two or
more times. Repeat responses were cross-referenced against addresses and were collated as one
response if they mirrored the same sentiment ‘for’ or ‘against’ the proposals or were the same
messages ‘copy and pasted’.
**Address information: Not all responses provided address information, however 117 responses did
include some form of address or postcode. However, of these 117 addresses, only 98 were mappable
due to not enough address information being provided (for example, some responses simply supplied
a house number and not a full address).

For
57%

Total Weight of Opinion*
Compromise
9%

* This takes into account all responses received, including those without an associated address.
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Against
34%

Officer’s Summary
There is a clear division of views on the proposals for meadow growth at Sopwith Crescent, with
arguments for and against. Health and safety is of concern to many local residents, with a worry
around the impact of ticks on pets, fire risk to local properties and pollen and its impacts on people’s
allergies and general health. This formed the basis of most ‘against’ arguments, whilst many ‘for’
arguments were based around the environmental benefits that are needed within the area and wider
global context.
It is not felt by officers that the health and safety concerns are a significant factor at Sopwith Crescent
and the size of meadows being discussed. The risk of wild-fire from long grass is negligible and easily
off-set by the standard approach to mowing path edges and paths through the centre of large areas.
The issue of pollen and ticks is not purely a local one and these factors are felt to be anecdotal and
not considerable enough to restrict any areas of proposed grass meadow.
There is a need for compromise between the different views to reach an understanding that includes
mown areas in front of houses that open onto the open space and we will seek to answer the points
raised and find what is considered to be the best fit for the open space, public and wildlife.
There is a desire for any meadow area to be properly created and maintained, and not just to leave
grass long but make sure there is a cut and collect scheme including native wildflower planting,
although there was resistance to the use of yellow rattle.
Many felt that meadows were unsuited to a housing estate and there are many local ‘natural’ areas
people could enjoy if that is what they were looking for. This perception is an interesting one that the
Council needs to address in the work to reverse habitat loss and the drastic declines in wildlife
numbers and within the context of the ecological emergency. Due to this, it was stated a few times
within the consultation that locals would cut their own part of Sopwith open space if it was turned into
a meadow area.
Residents must be assured that this consultation is representative and was carried out properly, and
there is a feeling that this issue has divided the community of the area and there is a need to bring
these groups together positively. One such way of doing this is to prove the benefits of meadow areas
via baselined and consistent data collection of the improvements it brings to local people and wildlife.
There are many spaces already being managed as different forms of meadow across BCP. Any
actions carried out at Sopwith Crescent open space will be considered across Merley and on other
BCP Council open spaces. This process, the responses and information it has brought forward will
help to form a BCP-wide policy and in so doing help to not make this area feel like a trial area or the
only area to have this type of maintenance.
Finding ways to support and enhance our wildlife, reverse the declines in nature and at the
same time contribute positively to the climate and ecological emergency are a priority for the
Council.
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Summary of Officer’s Recommendations.
1. The new arrangement for managing and maintaining the open space will be well
communicated and presented to the public to explain the decisions that have been taken; the
benefits of meadows and the wildlife they encourage; the reasons for leaving some areas as
short cut grass; to mitigate people’s concerns and to encourage ‘buy-in’ to the changes. There
will be a range of approaches to do this: on-site signs and banners, website content,
newsletters and social media. A Frequently Asked Questions fact sheet will also be written and
made available.
2. A new plan of grounds maintenance for Sopwith Crescent open space, broadly based on
Option 2, is attached as Appendix 1. This is recommended for adoption from Spring 2021 and
provides regularly mown areas near houses, mown paths through meadow areas, space for
informal recreation and space for meadows. It also includes known areas of interest such as a
clump of Oxeye daisies on the corner of Sopwith crescent and Brabazon road which act as a
high impact feature of the benefits of the grounds maintenance.
3. The Appendix 1 map is how we intend to maintain the open space in 2021 but may vary in
practical terms as it is interpreted by grounds maintenance staff, although significant time will
be invested in to discussing this with grounds operations teams. The map is indicative and
subject to change in the future at the Council’s discretion.
4. All path edges shall continue to be cut regularly to maintain a short grass sward, in line with
Council amenity-cut standards. These areas will not have the arisings collected as per our
usual amenity cut standards. It is acknowledged that when some of the meadows in 2020
were cut the arisings were not collected which created large piles of grass cuttings from the
machines, however path edges cut more frequently will not have such a visual impact.
5. Any significant areas of meadow shall have a central path cut regularly
6. Areas under and around trees will not be cut regularly to benefit the health of the trees and
wildlife. If bramble and unwanted growth begins to take over it shall be maintained to keep
stems clear. Similarly other species such as dock, thistle and ragwort will be monitored and
removed if felt to be becoming dominant.
7. Approximately 25% of meadow area will benefit from being left to over-winter and rotated
annually to allow nature space to thrive, all other meadows shall be cut and collected in the
autumn.
8. The sowing of yellow rattle or other wildflower seed shall be considered by council Biodiversity
and countryside teams as to its appropriateness and ideal location so that it will not impact on
neighbouring private gardens, whilst providing additional benefit for wildlife.
9. Baseline data is still required. It is acknowledged that the cabinet report of March 2020 stated
further trials should be held. In essence it is our view that 2020 took the form of a trial, along
with the consultation, and in spring and summer 2021 we intend to commission wildlife
surveys of areas that continue to be mown regularly, those already managed as meadow, the
spaces at Sopwith crescent and other areas that adopt grass meadows. This will help to
further understand the impact of this type of grounds maintenance and support future decision
making.
10. The learning and responses from the community are acknowledged and will be important in
taking forward a BCP-wide policy on grass meadows and cutting regimes. All officers involved
would like to thank those who have given their time to provide their thoughts and opinions
within this consultation.
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Appendix 1. Meadow regime to be adopted in 2021.
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Appendix 2. Mapping of Responses and Site Photos
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Appendix 3. Summary of responses.
E-mail Responses
All e-mail responses were reviewed and coded to specific themes, a summary of these have been
presented below to provide a sample of comments received along with how often they were raised
and examples of the comments themselves. Themes have been listed in order of most raised first.

Reasoning Themes ‘Against’ Proposals
Health and safety hazards and risks (dog waste/fire risk/pollen) │21
Examples of comments:
• “We were worried of the long dry grass as a fire hazard, and if it would have caught fire it would of
spread so fast the fire brigade would not of been able to manage it.”
• “Dogs are roaming free and mostly messing in long grass - only for young children to step in
unawares”
• “All this extra pollen will mean more hospital stays for me, are the bugs and such like more
important than human lives and health?”
• “I have had to take both our cat and dog to the vets during the last 6 months to have ticks
removed, after not having any issues in preceding years prior to this “trial”. In addition, our cat has
been diagnosed as allergic to harvest/grass mites which the vet has directly attributed to long
grass and now requires 6-weekly steroid injections in order to keep it healthy.”
• “Other problems like grass snakes, deer droppings and fox mess makes it dangerous for young
children to play there.”
Bad to look at │13
Examples of comments:
• “During the summer the grass was a complete eyesore.”
• “Makes the area look scruffy and run down while on the whole residents keep there gardens neat
and tidy.”
• “Overlooking the long grass, and what then became an ugly, yellow/brown mass of dead and
dying grass and weed stalks.”
• “A meadow is not the right place in the middle of a residential estate, it makes the area look untidy
and uncared for.”
• “I was saddened and frankly disgusted to see it turn into an unsightly, unsafe, dirty piece of land
which I feel served little purpose for anything.”
Lack of proper consultation and process │12
Examples of comments:
• “Unchecked, unverified responses will doubtless happen again…to try to sway opinion. We are
now led to believe it is not actually a ‘vote’ but it is the ‘officers’ who will decide how they want to
cut the area!!...This ‘consultation’ appears to be in name only since apparently no notice is going
to be taken of any residents’ views!”
• “This proposal does not in any way acknowledge the grievances and issues that residents have
complained about during the summer…To date there has been very little by way of transparency
from BCP.”
• “Is it not slightly underhand to show pictures of the pretty flowers and cut paths early in the season
and then the mown grass at the end of the season without showing the messy bit in the middle
which was in fact what was there for the vast majority of the time? Disingenuous to say the very
least.”
• “At no point pre-cessation of the mowing schedule was an evidence and data gathering activity
undertaken in order to adequately baseline the area (both in terms of species diversity, plant types
and density) in terms of quantitative data, nor a qualitative assessment of local residents/user
feedback (that is happening now, only after lots of residents requesting it).”
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•

“Without a known baseline, how can this "trial" be considered a success with no measurement
criteria?...I also wish to raise the point regarding the mixed message that this “trial” came about as
a result of the Covid-19 pandemic or whether it is part of a wider BCP initiative.”

Lack of open play and recreation spaces for children/young families and lack of community
space │11
Examples of comments:
• “Neatly mown areas make the perfect places for family football and cricket games. Grass needs to
be short for games like this. Making most areas 'wild meadows', which would take away fantastic
family friendly spaces.”
• “Loss of amenity space for younger residents in particular to exercise and play.”
• “My grandchildren were absolutely devastated not to be able to go and play cricket or football, or
even just playing with their planes or remote-controlled cars.”
• “The grass area is intended for recreation, residents in our close have social gatherings a few
times a year, but were unable to put chairs and tables on the grass and had to sit on the tarmac
car parking area.”
• “This summer children playing on the ‘the green’ was not a possibility – well, only if they ran along
the tarmac or the mown paths, which was not sufficient. Ball games were definitely not an option!
Children could not play; adults could not exercise.”
Issues over yellow rattle │9
Examples of comments:
• “We strongly disagree with the plan for yellow rattle plants to be introduced as it will kill the grass
and make its way into our gardens.”
• “I have fractures in my spine and cannot keep this out of my garden, so who is going to do this, as
I do not want the wild seeds planted at the front of my property?”
• “I am totally opposed to the idea of sowing the seeds of one invasive species of plant, which will
have a devastating effect on the current delicate balance of habitat, and as such a knock-on effect
to the wild animals who do currently use the area to live, hunt and survive.”
• “The yellow rattle are vigorous ground covering which take the nutrients from the soil causing over
half of the grassed area to die. The whole green could be totally covered by this weed which only
produces flowers for two months in the summer.”
• “So what happens when the grass is mown/dies and so too the yellow rattle when out of flower –
we will be left with an area devoid of fauna whose whole intent is to provide a home/breeding
ground for increased biodiversity?”
Feelings that this is an idea from people not in the locale │8
Examples of comments:
• “During this difficult time it is more important than ever that we are NOT subjected to more distress
than necessary - this bullying tactic by people who do NOT live in my locale and have to look at
the dismal site, is unacceptable.”
• “I realise that there is a body of people who do want this, but they don’t have to live with the
consequences of it.”
• “Residents adjoining the affected area have not been invited and is populated by people who do
not have to live next to the result, so is unrepresentative and biased.”
• “I don’t see why anyone who is distant from the immediate location should be party to imposing
their wishes on the residents adjoining this pleasant stretch of land.”
• “I am writing to express my dismay, upset & disappointment that the residents who live and have
to look at the green area where I live are being rough-shod over by people who do not have to
suffer the consequences of the depressing eye-sore that we have had to endure.”
Issues with budget saving and questions over council tax moneys │8
Examples of comments:
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•
•
•
•
•

“I fully understand the financial pressures that BCP Council are under, but to present this as an
improvement to the environment is disingenuous when the primary driver will be financial.”
“The cost of cutting should not be a consideration, Merley generates a lot of revenue in terms of
Council tax but see's very little return.”
“It is the council’s duty to care for the open spaces, not to use cost cutting measures and brand it
as environmental measures.”
“This is all clearly about the council trying to save money but we all chose our homes so that we
could enjoy living in a well maintained close-knit community in an urban area. We pay council tax
and expect the council to deliver basic services to keep the area clean and tidy.”
“If we do not get a solution we all want, I suggest you give the ones dead against it a full council
tax refund for breaking a contract with residents, we pay for a service we are not getting.”

No wildlife benefit or poor environment left during ‘trial’ │7
Examples of comments:
• “The photographs are an absolute misrepresentation as there were absolutely NO flowers at all
where I live. In fact, the truth was even the birdlife and butterflies disappeared.”
• “Grassland should not contain docks, which were well established in large areas this year. I also
noticed Ragwort and Thistles growing this year again left to go to seed.”
• “What appeared to be ragwort, controlled under the Weeds Act 1959. The grass was unhealthy to
walk through so I did not investigate fully. Many other undesired weeds were noted.”
• “Always finding many differing creatures enjoying the dandelions, clover, daisies, buttercups and
many other species of wildflowers, this year we only found a few white butterflies and a couple of
grasshoppers! There has been a distinct lack of sparrows, starlings and green woodpeckers
foraging out there, the only time I've seen the starlings is when they gather in the poplar tree.”
• “We didn't see any birds last year because they could not reach the soil in the long grass.”
‘Community map’ not included in consultation │7
Examples of comments:
• “A proposed compromise and requests to be involved in the current consultation have been
ignored.”
• “I would prefer the half and half compromise which I gather has been completely ignored by the
council.”
• “86% of the residents most impacted by the long grass have voted to have the whole site cut as in
previous years. Perhaps an Option 4 should have been included whereby the entire green is cut
as in previous years.”
• “In order to compromise, I see no less than a 50:50 approach would be acceptable, as biasing
either way will cause upset/offence to the opposing side.”

Negative impact on mental health │5
Examples of comments:
• “I am so upset that I am even thinking of moving after more than 20 years here - that is how
miserable you have made me feel as now even the small pleasure of the view from my window is
being ruined.”
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•

•
•
•

“I would think cutting the grass and letting people get their exercise outside would be a good
idea. It is known to help with stress and mental health issues, so why is this being removed from
our area. Such a simple thing to cut and maintain these areas, doesn’t seem to be high on your list
of priorities.”
“The long, dusty grass resembled an unkempt wasteland, which I found claustrophobic and
depressing to look at.”
“People’s mental health suffered due in part to the effects of the pandemic but greatly exacerbated
by the mess outside their doors and windows with a few ragged weeds in flower briefly”
“I suffer from mental health issues, which this year due to your lack of care, communication,
consideration and sheer disrespect for long standing residents this has put me on edge.”

Issue with Councillors │5
Example of comments:
• “As elected counsellors you are meant to represent us your constituents, so why are you ignoring
the wishes of the people that it affects the most.”
2014 consultation turned down proposal │5
Examples of comments:
• “In 2014 we had similar issues regarding the cutting of the grass on Sopwith Crescent Open
Space. Cllr Mike Brooke was involved on that occasion and concluded that, as a residential area,
it was entirely inappropriate to leave the grass uncut denying residents the amenity that cut grass
provided…Following much investigation, he instructed the Head of Poole Council’s environmental
and consumer protection services at the time “to withdraw the area from the trial and return it back
to a well maintained area.”
• “This area was deemed to be unsuitable for a grass meadow by Poole Council in 2014.”
• “In the intervening 6 years, I fail to see how there are any material changes to the area that would
resolve the previously identified issues, both with the technicalities of the “trial” and the
engagement with the local community.”
86% of residents are against the meadow │4
Examples of comments:
• “86 per cent of the residents who live in the vicinity of the area wish to see the grass cut as in
previous years.”
• “26 household’s directly overlook this green space it is my understanding that 92% of them don’t
want this meadow. Another survey…showed that 86% do not want it.”
• “Two surveys this year of residents who are directly affected have returned overwhelming
landslide results against the no-mow policy.”
General disagreement to the proposals, no themes/reasonings evident │2
Examples of comments:
• “I would not be so vocal but this affects my daily life and I have to speak out for myself and my
neighbours…that this is the most outrageous and blatant lie about where I live that I have ever
encountered.”
• “This has been a lovely area to live, no trouble, always very well maintained and people were
genuinely proud to live here, why you want to change this for the worse I have no idea.”
Worries the meadow won’t be managed properly │2
Examples of comments:
• “The slightest hiccup with your contractors, the weather, change of leadership within the council,
or indeed another pandemic and the whole thing will quickly become scrubland.”
• “Docks, an invasive plant. Mowing at the end of the season as happened this year after the docks
had gone to seed will have spread the seed and exacerbated the problem. Invasive plants such as
this will overtake the grasses and flowers that the consultancy is keen to promote.”
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E-mail Responses: Reasoning Themes for a Compromise to Proposals
If maintenance and management is good, then compromise possible │2
Examples of comments:
• “A well-maintained meadow is beautiful, a good resource for wildlife and the environment and I
would support a slightly more cutdown version of option 2 in your proposal if I really had the
confidence that it would be maintained properly.”
• “I do understand the reasons for setting aside some areas for long grass and wildlife and I
appreciate a balance must be found. All things considered I would choose to opt for the
“Compromise Plan” attached.”
• “The community-led pink map compromise is a possibility as the area highlighted is rarely used
and still retains the village green setting. If the area highlighted on this Pink Map was a wildflower
meadow I think that would be a solution, but this would have to be mown at the end of the
season.”

Option 2 preferred │1
Examples of comments:
• “Of the 2 options presented, Option 2 is the least-worst but is a long way from a good compromise
that is balanced between financial, environmental, health and amenity.
• ”I think that whatever is decided for the area being directly consulted should have exactly the
same measures applied as the rest of the grassy areas around Merley - parity and equity
throughout the estate, and less of an “us and them” culture allowed to develop.”
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E-mail Responses: Reasoning Themes ‘For’ Proposals
Improved wildlife habitat │3
Examples of comments:
• “A massive increase in pollinators and butterflies and then birds too. The increase in biodiversity
has been noticeable which can only be a good thing.”
• “As you are probably unaware, we should be trying to protect our bees which are important to the
pollination of our crops and within the long grassy areas are plenty of flowers for the bees to
survive.”
• “It’s a good support for wildlife and biodiversity.”

Generally for/love the idea │1
Examples of comments:
• “Enabling the grass to grow long and form a wonderful meadow area for us to enjoy. It has been
wonderful watching the development of the wildflowers through the spring and summer periods.”
Mental health benefits │1
Examples of comments:
• “Such pleasure to walk through it during lockdown, with multiple benefits including mental health.”
Cost saving benefit in a positive light │1
Examples of comments:
• “Which also has cost benefits as well.”
Beautiful to look at │1
Examples of comments:
• “They are also beautiful to look and walk through on a sunny day when the birds and the bees are
dancing about around you.”
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From Google Form Responses: Reasoning Themes ‘For’ Proposals
Better for wildlife/general environment and increases habitat types in the area │33
Examples of comments:
• "It is so much better for struggling wildlife, increases biodiversity and adds interest and colour."
• "Our kids were very upset when they saw the boards and thought it would be managed as short
grass again. It is more important than ever to manage our green spaces within Merley like this,
when we are losing so much of our local farmland. We would like more of our green spaces to be
managed this way."
For the proposal as long as walkways are introduced and maintained │10
Beautiful to look at/more natural spaces to look at │10
Examples of comments:
• “I walked through this area every day during lockdown and it was such a joy to see the area
developing and the wildflowers beginning to grow and flower, followed by the butterflies and other
insects which were attracted to the flowers."
Saw increased wildlife with lockdown meadows │8
Examples of comments:
• "I enjoyed walking through the paths in the meadows this summer, and have noticed more
butterflies in the area."
Improved mental health │8
Examples of comments:
• "The creation of winding paths through the longer grass showed that the area hadn't just been
neglected and meant you could feel you were closer to nature which really helped improve mental
health."
For the proposal as long as more wildflowers are actively seeded/planted │7
Examples of comments:
• "Ask would it not be possible for a small portion of land both sides of Sopwith Crescent be
designated wildflower meadow as a splash of colour might distract the eye from the view of the
long grass?"
Allows more exploration for dogs and children │7
Examples of comments:
• "Our dog loved running through the grasses and yes we did pick up after him."
• "My hayfever is atrocious when we walked through there this summer however the children loved
seeing all the wildlife and going through the pathways- it's so beautiful and good for the
environment."
There is a need to increase local contact with nature │6
Examples of comments:
• "Bringing more of it closer to where people live will hopefully also increase their awareness and
appreciation of the natural environment."
• "I think a consistent approach to this is vital in teaching children and reminding adults that we are
in a time of environmental crisis."
Should be an idea across BCP and not just Merley │4
BCP Council need to follow through with their ecological emergency declaration with such
ideas as these │2
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For proposal but should include picnic benches and areas for play │1
Saves taxpayer money │1
There are many other play areas and open spaces children or families can use for other needs
whilst this is a meadow │1
Examples of comments:
• "As there are numerous other green spaces within a 5 minute walk of Sopwith Crescent (including
playing fields) I don't see any problem making the whole area meadow."

From Google Form Responses: Reasoning Themes ‘Against’ Proposals
Dog waste │17
Lack of areas for children to play/family space │14
Examples of comments:
• “Lack of any closely mown grass prevented my children from being able to fly kites, play ball
games or ride bikes freely around the green space all spring/summer and throughout lockdown."
• "I suppose the real question is what do BCP value more; providing a home for insects or providing
a safe area for dogs and children? I would hope the latter."
Ticks │13
Looks untidy/messy │13
Examples of comments:
• "The long grass goes a horrible yellow colour and a lot of it is overtaken by weeds. It is an eyesore
and makes the place look scruffy."
Meadow not suited to an estate/impact on feel of estate │4
Examples of comments:
• "A meadow does not have a place in the middle of a housing estate."
• "It looked like a neglected housing estate, and if we were to put our house up for sale it would give
the wrong impression as to what living in Merley is like to newcomers to the area."
‘If BCP Council would stop developing we wouldn’t need meadows’ │4
Examples of comments:
• "It is interesting that the Council wants to leave the Merley green space to almost run wild while
allowing meadow land to the north of Oakley Lane to have 600 houses built on it. I can't help
thinking that this proposal has less to do with the environment and more to do with saving money."
No true environmental benefit │4
Examples of comments:
• "The only places birds were to be seen were on cut areas and after the cutting process took place
they returned."
• "Extremely detrimental effect on nature - no birds or butterflies just weeds!"
Larger and more useful areas that should be left for the environment │3
Examples of comments:
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•

"May I suggest you stop maintaining the grass areas in Poole Park, as these are far larger areas
in an urban conurbation which would be more beneficial to wildlife."
"A meadow in this small space is negligible."

Issues over allergies/pollen/hayfever │3
Lack of proper consultation or trust in this one │3
Examples of comments:
• "I’ll thought out idea that has already been implemented all of this year so not sure why BCP is
now touting this as a consultation period."
Tax rebate needed if mowing decreased/fake budget savings │3
Examples of comments:
• "If Merley residents are not going to receive the services they pay for through their council tax,
then a rebate needs to be looked into."
There are other local areas better placed to enjoy nature │3
Examples of comments:
• "We are surrounded by countryside and woodland so find it unnecessary to subject residents to
this grass growth."
• "The river stour is 2 minutes away with all of the beautiful wildlife you need. This is a housing
estate not a wildlife park."
• "You only have to walk 5-10 mins from Sopwith crescent and you are surrounded by grassy
riverbanks, fields, open spaces and woodland. We are very privileged to live in a semi-rural
location where biodiversity is not an issue."
Negative impact on mental health │3
Examples of comments:
• "I have found it most depressing and stressful and feel I am bullied."
Health impacts on dogs │3
Examples of comments:
• "These areas are mainly used for exercising dogs, and the seeds from grasses are a danger to
dogs ears."
General health hazard │3
Fire hazard │2
Examples of comments:
• "The whole area should be maintained as the area provides a "fire break" between houses."
Failure of the Council to maintain areas │2
Examples of comments:
• "I will keep a copy of my reply, just in case, there is damage/injury caused to people or property
due to the failure of the council to maintain this area."
• "Surely creating meadows is going to be more time consuming and when the time comes to mow
will create a lot of mess as the grass is never collected."
An idea from people not from the area │2
Examples of comments:
• "This is an ill thought out project driven by a body of people who will not have to live with the
consequences."
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•

"This bullying of people who actually have to endure this eye-sore by those who do not live here is
shameful and there are obvious ulterior motives involved."

Mould and spore growth │2
Examples of comments:
• "Mould and resultant spores that forms on the chopped off edged."
Litter and fly-tipping │2
Examples of comments:
• "Unfortunately, this will encourage fly-tipping of articles that will be hazardous to children and
animals exercising in the area."
It is used as a garden for local flats who don’t have one │1
Seed heads lead to weeds in local gardens │1
Locals will cut their own bits of grass anyway │1
Examples of comments:
• "My husband cut an area directly outside our house and 2 neighbours at their request."
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