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Lakes and Water Theme 

5. Freshwater lakes and drainage 

 

FW 1 

FW 2 

Drainage 

The area around the southern end of the cricket 

pitch and elsewhere around the ponds frequently 

floods and causes problems for access and 

prevents cricket matches. 

Improvements proposals: 

 Work with Wessex Water to improve the 

infrastructure for the water leaving the ponds, 

therefore allowing us to manage the water 

levels more closely (Point A). 

 Work with Wessex Water to divert incoming 

surface water pipes (points 1,2,3) reducing 

pollution entering the ponds and the amount 

of water. 

 Install new drainage infrastructure around the 

cycle track. This could include creating a 

‘swale’, a type of shallow, open ditch designed 

to slow water, trap sediment and channel 

onwards.  

 In Poole Park a swale would be located in the 

grass around the edge of the cricket pitch and 

extending approximately 6m from the cycle 

track edge, see images below and line B-C on 

the map, left. 

 The cycle track would also be raised slightly 

and new drainage pipes installed to take the 

water to the ponds. 

 

 

 
Example of a swale. 

Proposed grass swale concept in Poole Park. 
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Freshwater ponds discharge 

to Poole Harbour 

Various surface 

water inputs Proposed ‘Swale’, see below. 

Cycle Track 

Water quality within the freshwater lakes is 

very poor and as a result they have little 

wildlife value or ecological function.  

To attempt to improve water quality and 

biodiversity, the following measures are 

being proposed: 

 Remove the majority of Carp in the large lake 

(FW1). The Carp dominate this lake, eating the 

juveniles of other fish species and the majority of 

insects, contributing to the lack of wildlife. 

Carp would be relocated to an alternative lake 

such as Creekmoor Ponds or Hatch Pond.  

 Dredging or removal of silt at the bottom of both 

lakes. Owing to the quantity of trees and high 

input of faeces from wildfowl, the sediment 

provides a reservoir of nutrients for algae 

production. 

 Thinning of some trees and vegetation to restore 

historic views and decrease the amount of leaves 

and branches falling in to the lakes. 

 Reduction in Wildfowl numbers will greatly 

benefit the water quality and surrounding areas.  

 Dredged material will be used to re-profile the 

edges and at the same time limit areas where 

Geese can access the waters edge. 

Feeding of grain in small quantities will be 

encouraged and feeding bread discouraged. 

 Reduce the impact of surface water inputs and 

manage the water levels to aid localised park 

drainage.  
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