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Lakes and Water Theme 

2. Modern times and modern issues 

Geese and wildfowl 

The issue: Large numbers of Greylag and Canada Geese contribute to the amount of Nitrogen 

entering the lagoon. This is stored in the sediment and feeds algae production in the warmer months. 

Did you know: Numbers of birds fluctuate, but there are records of 50 Swans being sold in the early 

1900’s and 100 Swans present in the 1950’s.  

Variables: Amount of nesting habitat, park maintenance, weather and available food sources all affect 

the number of birds in Poole Park. 

 

 
 

The underground pipes also channel the entire road run off from a large area 

and feed directly in to Poole Park, bringing pollutants such as nutrients, 

phosphates, detergents, fertilizers and sewage to the lagoon. 

Recreational use of the lagoon has been an almost constant feature since the 

early 1900’s, with a range of rowing boats, sailing boats and more recently new 

sports such as Stand-Up Paddle boarding. 

In 2007 a project was undertaken to dredge material from the bottom of the 

lagoon to improve conditions for water sports. The material was used to create 

islands that are in the shape and arrangement of Poole Harbour’s islands – 

Long, Green, Round, Furrzey and Brownsea, photo below. 

 

 
 

Algal mats  

The Issue: The average water depth of the lagoon is around 1m deep, but 

extends for 21ha, or about 35 football pitches.  

The water heats up quickly allowing bacteria to grow rapidly and form large 

mats of algae. These mats are unsightly and when decomposing very smelly. 

They also affect recreation use of the water. 

Did you know? There is evidence of algae being a problem in the early 

1900’s, with park staff using horses to drag mats out of the water. 

Algae have been present on Earth for over 2.3Billion years and were crucial 

in forming our atmosphere. 

Variables: Weather conditions have a decisive impact on algal production. 

Cool and wet weather deters production; long, hot, dry periods speed it up. 

Algae is a problem in water bodies all over the country, including Poole 

Harbour, and has been shown to be increasing across  Europe. 

Lower algal production in 2015 was linked to lower water temperatures in 

Poole harbour brought in when the lagoon was flushed. 

 

 

Tasselweed 

The issue: Poole Park lagoon hosts different Tasselweed species which cause problems for  
the sailing of model yachts and Watersports because they tangle up in rudders and make it difficult to sail. 
 
Did you know? Tasselweed species are lagoon specialists, being able to survive in a wide range of salt levels and are 

flowering plants that grows vertically from the lake bed 

Variables: Blue dye has been added to the lake in previous years in order to reduce the amount of light penetrating 
the water and inhibit weed growth, however, success is not guaranteed. 

 

 

Midges not Mozzies 

The Issue: Non-biting Chironomids, or midges, swarm in great numbers in the 

warmer months of the year. Their larvae breed in the shallow water and 

sediments and then hatch in mass events.  

Did you know? Midges are a family of flies but are unrelated to Mosquitos and in 

some parts of the world are called Muffleheads or Chizzywinks! 

Variables: Poole Park lagoon has always been managed for recreational use, 

rather than wildlife. Owing to the hugely variable salt content, very few species 

can survive in the water and so there are no predators for the midge larvae. 

 

 

 

 

 


