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Give us somewhere we can go to the beach both in day and 

evening all year round that allows us to stroll (lights on the 

prom), provide a variety of quality, well designed cafés, shops 

and bars. If it is a hot day then the beach is great but you need 

to plan for the other days when it is still a great place but 

doesn’t off er much else than the environment

Public Engagement, Spring 2012

“

”
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Foreword

The Sustaining Poole’s Seafront 

Supplementary Planning Docu-
ment (SPD) provides:

• a fl exible framework for the future

• a strategic town planning context

• an overall structure for 
understanding and developing 
the seafront

• a series of implementable 
projects over the short to long 
term, at all scales and catering to 
diff erent markets.

It responds to the 3 aims :

1. Conserve the beautiful natural      
environment

2. Improve the range of facilities 
to encourage visitors all year 
round

3. Invest in the ageing 
infrastructure such as drainage 
and toilets, to ensure the 
preservation of core services

This document represents the 
input and creativity of a substantial 
number of people including the 
residents of Poole, their Councillors, 
their Council offi  cers, local and 
regional stakeholders, and the 
Consultant team led by LHC. 

The Sustaining Poole’s Seafront 
is a SPD designed to explain the 
vision for the seafront in broad 
terms rather than detail. Further 
work is required on various matters 
including a fi rst phase of change. 
The importance of the latter cannot 
be underestimated.

This consultation is an important 
stage in terms of seeking new ideas 
and receiving feedback on the 
suggestions so far.

Doing Nothing to the seafront 
beaches is not an option. Years of 
under-investment have created a 
substantial backlog of infrastructure 
work for which no public money 
has been, or is likely to be, 
allocated. 

Doing Something allows the 
community to take positive steps to 
maintain the quality and appeal of 
the seafront for future generations. 

Doing Anything is risky in terms of 
the sensitivity of the environment 
and potential for objections from 
within the community. Without a 
planning framework there will be 
no overall context for managing 
change and providing certainty to 
the community about what may be 
acceptable and where. 

Whatever detailed proposals 
do come forward must be in 
accordance with the overall 
framework, be carefully considered, 
appropriately designed and clearly 
communicated. Updating and 
adding to the facilities available 
is possible without harming the 
existing qualities of the seafront 
whilst helping to create a self-
sustaining beach environment.

Cllr Judy Butt
Portfolio Holder for Community
Engagement and Participation
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1.0 Executive Summary

Chapter 2: Introduction
Sets the document in context 
explaining its role, its relationship 
with the Seafront Beaches Strategy. 
That draft supplementary planning 
document is a 25 year planning 
framework to manage change on 
Poole’s seafront.

Chapter 3: The Seafront Today
Explains the ad hoc and 
incremental development of the 
seafront that today is a major 
asset and valued amenity space. 
Introduces the issue of the need for 
investment in ageing infrastructure 
and lack of and variety of facilities 
and that the Council has a 
considerable stake in the seafront 
as both landowner, provider of 
services and decision maker in the 
public interest.

Chapter 4: The Factors that 
Shape the Framework
There are fi ve signifi cant factors that 
infl uence the draft supplementary 
planning document: infrastructure; 

landscape; accessibility; demand for 
facilities; and site characteristics. 

The infrastructure is ageing and 
needs replacing. This is estimated at 
£7m of works. 

The landscape creates the setting 
and backdrop of the seafront and 
how this is managed and looked 
after infl uences people’s views and 
use of the seafront. 

Accessibility infl uences where, how 
and who visits the beaches. The 
majority of visitors come by car 
and managing this and providing 
opportunities for alternative modes 
of travel need to be considered.

Engagement tells us that there is a 
demand for facilities to widen the 
off er and make the seafront more 
attractive. This includes car parking, 
better quality toilets, personal 
storage, bike parking and a range of 
food and drink outlets.

Site characteristics vary across the 
nearly 6km of the seafront. Whilst 

it is easy to perceive the seafront 
as a single entity, looking more 
deeply at it identifi es diff erent and 
sometimes subtle variations in role 
and use. For example Sandbanks 
is the most accessible and well 
known beach yet it is the only one 
that has remnants of the original 
sand dunes, whereas, Flaghead 
Chine is diffi  cult to access through 
a narrow heavily treed route other 
than by arriving from east or west 
along the promenade.

Chapter 5: The SPD Framework
Three guiding principles are 
proposed for the document: 
Quality; Natural Environment; and 
Sustainable Connections. 

Quality is all important. Whatever 
is proposed, whether it is new 
facilities or improvements to the 
public realm, works should refl ect 
the magnifi cent setting and 
enhance the seafront.

The Natural Environment of the 
seafront establishes the canvas for 

managing change. Within it are 
nationally important fauna and two 
conservation areas. Any changes 
will need to respect and protect the 
valued natural setting.

Providing sustainable connections 
gives people choices about how 
they travel. It is recognised that 
most people arrive by car and that 
this will continue to be the case. 
However, improving the quality 
of the environment, providing 
alternative options and trying to 
overcome some of the congestion 
problems that occur at Sandbanks 
in particular will be addressed.

The Sustaining Poole’s Seafront 
(SPS) identifi es that for the 
framework to be successful 
implementation requires the 
delivery of other strategies 
including those for access, 
public realm and beaches 
accommodation. Some of the

1.0 Executive Summary
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strategies are already in place and 
will inform delivery whilst others 
will need to be prepared.

Chaper 6: Projects – A 
Framework for Change
This chapter promotes a range 
of projects that are a specifi c set 
of ideas, initiatives and possible 
development opportunities 
across six diff erent locations. Each 
is designed to respond to the 
factors and strategies set in the 
document but particularly to the 
specifi c opportunities identifi ed 
at each location. For each of the 
six locations a series of images 
provides the principles for the 
plan, an illustrative layout and an 
illustrative perspective. 

Sandbanks Beach: A Dune 
Landscape. Any change must 
respect the historic origins and 
landscape character and be 
mindful of the supporting car 
parking provision. The crescent 

pavilion forms the centre piece of 
this area and should be the focus 
for beach visitor facilities, kiosks 
and cafes. Provision of around 170 
new beach huts, a possible low 
rise hotel and restructured car park 
set within an attractive landscape 
setting would enhance this area.  
At the back of the site opposite the 
existing shops and cafes on Banks 
Road is an opportunity for further 
parade of shops and cafes  that 
could be provided to reinforce the 
attractiveness of this as a small local 
centre. Banks Road could also be 
made more attractive by reducing 
traffi  c speed, creating additional 
car parking spaces through angled 
parking to the kerb and addressing 
access issues to the peninsular. 

Shore Road: The Social Beach. 
Here younger people are attracted 
to the beach as a consequence 
of the facilities on off er. There is 
scope for a distinctive building 
where the approach road meets 

the promenade that could 
house facilities for the public. 
Replacement and additional 
beach huts to the east could 
provide up to 80 additional huts 
as well as improving the quality 
and feel of the area. A three storey 
apartment block is proposed in 
the car park accessed off  Shore 
Road. This would result in the loss 
of some parking which would be 
compensated for by additional on 
street parking arrangements.

Flaghead Beach: Hut Life. A quiet 
area where there is the opportunity 
to upgrade and provide additional 
beach huts and an ice cream 
kiosk. The provision of a children’s 
playspace is possible. The wooded 
chine requires appropriate 
management and regard had to 
the Site of Nature Conservation 
Interest. 

Canford Cliff s Beach: The Village 
Beach. At the heart of this area lies 

the Canford Cliff s Conservation 
Area, designated for the 1930s 
beach huts and their setting within 
the treed chine. With a family focus 
there is scope for an additional 
119 beach huts outside the 
conservation area, additional food 
and drink outlets, small decked area 
over the beach, improved access 
to the beach and new toilets at 
promenade level. On top of the cliff  
is a small plot of land that may be 
appropriate for a dwelling.

Branksome Beach: A Window 
on the Beaches. Beach Road 
Conservation Area extends down 
to the promenade incorporating 
the former beach station.  Access 
is good and the location is 
strategically prominent on the 
coast. The aim would be to 
promote this location as a centre 
for watersports. By adding a range 
of uses, including facilities for 
watersports, retail and food and 
drink outlets on part of the existing

1.0 Executive Summary
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seafront car park, and improving 
access to and from Beach Road 
car park, this will support the 
location as a primary gateway to 
the seafront.  There is scope for an 
additional 120 new beach huts and 
the possibility of a ‘sky cafe’  at the 
end of Pinecliff  Road.

Branksome Dene Beach: 
Woodland-by-the Sea. The most 
easterly chine in Poole, this 
is an enclosed bowl with the 
Community Room building sitting 
above the promenade and car park 
behind. Any change would require 
woodland management and there 
could be scope for a ‘Go Ape’ type 
experience. A new building for 
community/leisure/beach facilities 
could be provided and it may 
even appeal to a bespoke hotel 
operator. Space for thirteen new 
beach huts/chalets exists as well as 
scope for additional food and drink 
outlets. The space lends itself as a 
performance space. 

In addition to the specifi c projects 
a set of generic visitor facilities for 
each location is proposed that 
includes cycle stands, public realm 
improvements, seating, lighting, 
toilets and changing space to name 
a few.

Chapter 7:   Delivering the 
Vision
The draft document sets out a 
vision, framework for managing 
change and possible improvement, 
including additional facilities. 
Delivering any change will require 
further work on a delivery strategy 
identifying short, medium and 
longer term programmes. The 
delivery strategy may also require 
specifi c development briefs to 
guide development at certain 
locations and the preparation of 
strategies to support the overall 
vision.

1.0 Executive Summary
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2.0 Introduction

Poole’s seafront is breathtaking,
precious and much loved. It is a
prime asset of the town that
requires looking after to ensure
it provides for the needs of
residents and visitors alike both
now and for future generations. 

This document sets out to provide:
• a vision and fl exible framework 

for the future
• an overall structure for 

understanding and making 
potential improvements to the 
seafront

• a series of implementable 
projects over the short to long 
term, at all scales and catering 
to diff erent markets; and a 
guide for decision making 
within the context of what is 
one of Poole’s ‘Jewels in the 
Crown’.

The seafront helps to create the
character of Poole, providing a
magnifi cent backdrop to Poole Bay
and in part is responsible for the
£200m annual tourism spend in
Poole. It provides opportunities for
rest and relaxation that contribute
to the health and well being of the
population, and parts of the cliff  are
recognised nationally for their
nature conservation interest. 

However, investment in the
seafront is almost entirely with the
Council as the landowner of the
beach, the promenade, paths that
lead to it, the car parks and the
cliff s.  Much of the supporting
infrastructure requires replacing or
will need to be replaced in the
coming years. Already in 2013 a
toilet block has had to be closed
for repair due to pipe failure and
emergency funding has had to 

be found for essential works to 
one of the pumping stations. 
Such incidents may become more 
frequent if infrastructure is not 
replaced and such failure could 
result in closure of the beach and/
or promenade and even in the loss 
of the important Blue Flag status for
Poole’s bathing waters.

This is at a time when public
sector resources are being cut 
and the Council’s ability to fund 
improvement diminished. Therefore
ways of generating income need
to be found in order to maintain
the infrastructure that supports 
the seafront without harming its 
essential qualities.
 
Therefore, DOING NOTHING IS
NOT AN OPTION.

The “Sustaining Poole’s Seafront” 
Draft supplementary planning
document (SPS) provides the 
vehicle for expressing the vision for
the seafront, a framework 
for managing change and 
investment and in maintaining the
quality of its natural setting. It also
sets out a draft Masterplan i.e. the
visual interpretation of changes
within the context of the seafront 
that could happen over the 25 year
lifetime of the SPS, and beyond. 

This consultation document draws 
upon considerable engagement 
and surveys of people’s views 
on the seafront and is informed 
by existing strategies and policy 
documents such as The Seafront 
Beaches Strategy and Poole’s Local 
Plan.
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Above: Poole’s seafront beaches can be seen as part of a rich mix of natural assets, which includes Poole Harbour and the eastern end of the Jurassic 
Coast World Heritage Site. 

2.0 Introduction
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Above: This view highlights the clear water and gently shelving beaches, narrow isthmus connecting Sandbanks and wooded residential areas of 
Canford Cliff s and Branksome Park.

N

2.0 Introduction
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2.1 Role of the SPD
A Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) provides guidance 
and greater detail to adopted 
policies in the Local Plan. This SPD 
sets out the Sustaining Poole’s 
Seafront (SPS) vision, which the 
Borough of Poole (BoP) wishes to 
consult upon, agree and promote. 
The Plan will be an on going 25 
year rolling programme, refreshed 
every 5 years, covering the seafront 
environment from The Haven to 
Branksome Dene Chine.
It provides a strategy for the whole 
area but specifi cally identifi es 
how publicly-owned land can 
contribute to the maintenance and 
improvement of Poole’s Seafront. 

The SPS identifi es a package 
of possible projects which 
cummulatively could help to 
address the challenges before us.

The SPS is informed by the policies 
in Poole’s Local Plan, which include 
the Core Strategy 2009, and the Site 

Specifi c Allocations & Development 
Management Policies 2012. Further 
relevant guidance and policy is 
referred to in Section 9.0 titled 
Reference Material. 

Public engagement to date that has 
helped to shape this consultation 
document includes: 

• a commercial market testing 
day, 

• Poole Opinion Panel surveys

• Displays at Beach Offi  ce and 
Council , and 

• face to face events in the Spring 
of 2012. 

Formal public consultation will 
build upon the views expressed 
through this previous engagement.

2.2 The Seafront Beaches Strategy
In the Spring of 2011 a Seafront 
Beaches Strategy was adopted by 
the Council. This stated that:

“In the current fi nancial economic 
climate we, as an organisation, 
are being challenged to deliver 
improved services with less funding. 
To do this it is imperative to review 
how effi  ciently we run the service 
to improve the quality of life for 
residents, whilst conforming to 
the broad principles and spatial 
approach of Poole’s Core Strategy.”

The aims of the Beaches Strategy 
are to:

1. Improve the services and 
facilities we provide for residents 
and visitors

2. Manage the beaches more 
effi  ciently

3. Optimise income and 
investment where appropriate

4. Make best use of existing 
assets with all development 
maintaining or enhancing 
the natural environment, in 
accordance with Poole’s Spatial 
Vision.

The SPS document is one of the 
tools employed to deliver the above 
Strategy.

2.3 The Future - A 25 year 
planning framework
The SPS document follows the 
review of the activities, pressures, 
and opportunities currently present 
at the seafront. Engagement 
with the general public, local 
stakeholders, current commercial 
operators and various Council 
services has helped to produce 
a deliverable yet ambitious SPS 
document.

The SPS has been produced by 
BoP offi  cers with assistance from a 
consultant team led by architects 
and urban designers LHC and 
including PH Warr, Goadsby, Buro 
Happold and the International 
Centre for Tourism and Hospitality 
Research at Bournemouth 
University.
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Above: Vintage leafl ets and brochures promoting the pleasures and delights enjoyed by generations in Poole  (© Borough of Poole)
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In the past, there has been little 
holistic or co-ordinated planning of 
the incremental and ad hoc growth 
of the seafront; from the fi rst few 
isolated beach huts to the provision 
of a promenade, the Sandbanks 
pavilion and toilets of today.

The seafront of Poole is now a 
major asset to the town off ering a 
high quality, natural and communal 
venue that anyone can use and 
all can enjoy. People come to 
the seafront to swim, play, walk, 
run, cycle and/or barbeque, and 
they come in large numbers in 
the summer and when the sun 
shines, but also in a steady stream 
throughout the rest of the year. 
The seafront assets are generally 
free to use, yet require ongoing, 

and occasionally considerable, 
investment.

It is the utilities infrastructure 
and public facilities on the land 
adjoining the beach that are more 
obviously in need of investment. 
These tired and often failing assets 
are relied upon by those who visit 
the seafront, but are generally of 
poor quality or inadequate,  and 
refl ect a lack of investment over 
numerous years.

3.0 The Seafront Today

Above: Sandbanks in the 1950s

3.0 The Seafront Today
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8 Above: Some of the components that combine to create the diff erent characters of Poole’s beaches.

Unrealised potential at Canford 
Cliff s. 

Broad panoramas from elevated 
viewpoints.

Quality architecture and a natural 
setting.

Views around the bay contained by 
the cliff s.

A place for play and relaxation.

Buckets, spades and ice creams.

Beach huts in need of updating.

Regenerated dunes supporting 
biodiversity.

Sanctuary in the cool gardens 
above the beach.

Wide golden sands stretching to 
Sandbanks.

Space of your own.

A stock of heritage assets worth 
keeping.

3.0 The Seafront Today
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3.1 Environmental sensitivities and 
Coastal Defences
The seafront requires defensive 
measures from the sea given its 
strategic importance, especially 
between The Haven and Shore 
Road where the harbour and town 
centre could be threatened if this 
spit of land were breached. Various 
studies have been produced to 
identify the ways in which the 
coastline will be protected (see 
Section 10 reference material). One 
implication is likely to be a need to 
raise fl oor levels of new buildings 
at Sandbanks and Shore Road, or 
consider fl ood compatible uses 
at ground fl oor level, to account 
for potential fl ooding and climate 
change.

Small areas of the cliff s (east 
of Canford Cliff s and east of 
Branksome Dene Chine) are 
designated as Sites of Special 
Scientifi c Interest (SSSI). Other areas 
(notably parts of Sandbanks and                                                                                                                                              
cliff s between Flaghead and 
Canford Cliff s) are designated Sites 
of Nature Conservation Interest 
(SNCI). Such areas will be protected 
so that biodiversity is maintained, 
as set out in Policy DM9 of the 
Poole Site Specifi c Allocations and 
Development Management Policies 
DPD 2012.

3.2 Land Ownership
The BoP Council owns the sand 
from the mean high water level 
to the promenade, most beach 
huts, car parks, most of the chines, 
the promenade, toilets and some 
areas inland. Therefore, the BoP 
has a large stake in the future 
management of the seafront.

3.0 The Seafront Today
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Cyclists

Children

Beach footballers

Diners

Sunbathers

Beach Polo fans

Watersports enthusiasts

Walkers

Schools

Runners

Party-goers

Families

3.0 The Seafront Today
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3.3 Uses and users of the seafront 
and sea
The seafront is used ‘year round’ 
by various people (young and 
old, groups and individuals, locals 
and tourists) and experiences 
huge variations in visitor numbers 
(depending on the weather 
conditions, school holidays, day of 
the week, time of day and presence 
of special events). Providing 
facilities, and especially commercial 
enterprises, in the context of 
this variability is one of the most 
signifi cant challenges for the 
Framework.

3.4 Tourism
As an important tourism draw, the 
seafront can receive over 200,000 
visitors on the busiest summer day.

The Tourism Strategy 2006-2015 
sees Sandbanks beach, the Harbour 
and the Quay, as the 3 primary 
tourism assets of the town.

3.5 Planning
The seafront and its beaches are 
environmentally and historically 
sensitive,  helping to shape Poole’s 
character. They contribute to the 
town’s economy, the well being of 
its residents and visitors and help 
to protect people and property as a 
coastal defence. 

The SPS will help to inform the 
evolution and review of current 
policies, so that projects in the 
fi nal phase could have a diff erent 
planning context to those assessed 
in earlier phases.

3.0 The Seafront Today
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Above: Infrastructure investment in the 1970s Above: Dramatic Landscape  

4.0 The factors that shape the Framework
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4.0 The Factors that Shape the Framework

The 5 most signifi cant issues
facing the SPS document are:

 • infrastructure

 • landscape

 • accessibility

 • demand for facilities

 • site characteristics

4.1 Infrastructure
Infrastructure is the utilities 
network, like the pipes and cables 
that feed or dispose of water, 
sewerage and power to the 
seafront. It’s also the public facilities 
which are relied upon by visitors, 
such as the promenades and 
walkways, toilets, car parks, benches 
and shelters. (Flood defences or 
sand retention and replenishment 
works are not referred to in this 
context).

Maintaining the existing 
infrastructure of the seafront is 
a key driver for the SPS. When 
public sector funding is under 
increasing pressure the budgets 
for even essential works are 
squeezed. Upgrading infrastructure 
to modern standards or to meet 
customer expectations is both 
desirable and problematic.

Infrastructure providers, like Wessex 
Water, will have some responsibility 
for pipework but once failure 
occurs on Council owned land it is 
for the Local Authority to fi nance 
repairs. Likewise, coastal protection 
is the responsibility of the Local 
Authority with the Environment 
Agency having responsibility 
for the overall strategy for coast 
protection.

The SPS identifi es projects that can 
help fund infrastructure works and 
identifi es the types and location of 
that infrastructure itself.

4.2 Landscape
The seafront landscape is both an 
opportunity and a constraint. 

The Borough of Poole 
Characterisation Study (2010) 
reinforces the concept of two 
distinct elements to the seafront 
landscape: the open dunescape 
of Sandbanks, and the verdant 
chines and steep sandy slopes of 
Canford Cliff s. Each area includes 
trees, typically the locally-distinctive 
Scots Pine, but in vastly diff erent 
numbers.

4.0 The Factors that Shape the Framework
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Above: Accessible by car but less so by other means Above: Demand for facilities varies widely

4.0 The Factors that Shape the Framework
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4.3 Accessibility
Poole’s seafront is over 3.5 miles 
(almost 6km) from the town 
centre, and even further from 
many suburban areas of the 
Borough. Land adjacent to the 
beaches is generally low density 
residential use. Also, none of the 
prime transport corridors of the 
conurbation pass near to the 
beaches.

The majority of visitors arrive by car. 
This becomes a more sustainable  
form of travel the more passengers 
each vehicle transports. The major 
issue presented by car trips to the 
beach is pressure on certain car 
parks and consequential tailbacks 
and congestion aff ecting general 
traffi  c.

So whilst the SPS wishes to 
promote alternative modes of 
transport to the car it accepts that 
car travel will still be a popular 
mode of travel, and that no net 
decrease in car parking overall 
is envisaged. Alternative modes 
include buses and cycling.

4.4 Demand for Facilities
Beach visitors expect there to be 
readily available car parking, good 
walking routes and access ramps, 
clean and accessible toilets and 
frequent opportunities to buy a 
drink, newspaper or other beach 
goods. At present there is a lack 
of facilities and the service is 
performed poorly.

In the future the target must be to 
meet these increasing expectations, 
to include more places to shower 
and change, personal storage 
space and more places to eat and 
drink, better signage especially on 
approach roads regarding car park 
availability, higher quality public 
realm including more lighting, 
better access, including that for 
disabled people, and more seating.

4.0 The Factors that Shape the Framework
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4.5 Site characteristics
The seafront beaches are 
considered in six sections.

Sandbanks
Sandbanks has an international 
profi le with visual prominence. It 
has a 550 space tarmac car park 
within rolling sand dunes and 
separated from the beach by the 
promenade. The beach itself is 
divided by stone groynes into three 
sections. The site extends to Banks 
Road and the harbour and shallows 
of Whitley Lake so that it is possible 
to see both the sea and harbour 
from some positions.

There is a rockery topped by 
mature pine trees and fragments of 
the site are of local ecological value 
(SNCI). Lower areas are threatened 
by fl ooding.

Most of the surrounding area is 
given over to residential use but a 
small cluster of commercial units 
on Banks Road serve as the local 
centre for Sandbanks.

Shore Road
This site focuses on the beach end 
of Shore Road south of the junction 
with Banks Road, centring on the 
pedestrian approach to the beach 
and the small cluster of commercial 
outlets and public facilities there. 
The beach hinterland here is more 
built up than in any other location, 
and, as it is relatively accessible, it 
has a trendy and urban feel. Shore 
Road is important as the start of 
the 7.5 mile promenade around 
Poole Bay and it is this continuous 
connection which binds it together 
with the sites to the east and 
separates it from Sandbanks to the 
west.

4.0 The Factors that Shape the Framework
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Flaghead Chine
Flaghead Chine is a discrete and 
quiet route linking Haven Road 
to the beach east of Shore Road. 
This narrow and heavily treed 
pedestrian lane squeezes between 
private plots and is easily missed at 
either end. It is the least signifi cant 
section due to its limited size and 
lack of street presence.

Canford Cliff s
Canford Cliff s comprises extensive 
green areas of parkland, cliff s, 
village shops, services and 
houses away from the beach. This 
distance, and the lack of a car park, 
contributes to the quiet and local 
haven of this beach. Panoramic 
views of the sea from the cliff  top 
and sea glimpses from the chine 
contribute to its unique character.

Branksome Chine
Branksome Chine is a showcase 
location for the beaches, with a 
wide chine, sea views, frontage 
parking and the large 370 space 
Beach Road car park, shops and 
café.

Branksome Dene Chine
Branksome Dene Chine is at the 
mouth of a green ravine bounded 
by the gardens of private plots. 
There is mature woodland, 
car parking and the Council’s 
Community Room. Access is by a 
narrow drive through a car park 
leading from a quiet residential 
street.

4.0 The Factors that Shape the Framework
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‘Beach Life’ - Guiding Principles for 
the SPS document

• Quality

• Natural Environment

• Sustainable Connections

5.1   Quality
There must be a new benchmark 
for quality. Future public works and 
commercial enterprises will refl ect 
the existing precedent provided by 
many of the private properties in 
the area. The high quality of new 
additions or replacement structures 
will refl ect a greater confi dence 
and pride in the beaches as one of 
Poole’s most popular destinations. 
This approach should extend 
beyond the built environment 
to the rest of the visitor off er, 
including food and drink, customer 
service, and the reliability of public 
facilities and public transport.

5.2   Natural Environment
There are a number of statutory 
landscape and ecological 
designations for diff erent parts 
of the seafront which must be 
safeguarded.  The south facing 
seafront, with its soft sand and 
clean water, attract people to enjoy 
this environment as well. It is crucial 
that the SPS conserves the natural 
environment so that it will continue 
to be available for the future. At the 
strategic scale this means ensuring 
coastal defences are maintained 
and sand is replenished when 
required. At a more local level it 
means identifying key vistas and 
retaining landmark trees and 
important tree groups, it means 
preserving ecological habitats and 
other natural areas, and it means 
introducing new development 
that respects and accentuates the 
primacy of the landscape setting.

5.3   Sustainable connections
Most visitors to the seafront arrive 
by car. The issue is accommodating 
the volume of cars on the roads 
and in the car parks, but also to 
cater for those without access to 
a car and unable to cycle. This is 
a substantial number of people.  
Improving the options available to 
them will help spread the benefi ts 
of the beach as well as increase the 
commercial catchment population. 
Reducing emissions, removing 
barriers to access, promoting 
healthy cycling and walking, and 
‘freeing up’ space for greenery or 
new facilities all contribute to a 
better place.

5.0 The SPD Framework

5.0 The SPD Framework
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Above: Landscape Management Strategy Inset Above: Shoreline Management Plan

Dune Character

Chine Character

Cliff  Stabilisation

Borough Boundary
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Access to Nature 
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Protect from Flooding
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Implementation of the SPS would 
involve the comprehensive delivery 
of all other strategies.  These 
strategies, described hereafter, 
must also have regard to the 
priorities and the implementation 
of the SPS document.

Shoreline Management Plan (SMP)
The SMP 2011 defi nes the strategy 
for the beaches of Poole and 
Christchurch Bays. The approach 
for Poole’s seafront beaches is to 
‘Hold The Line’  for the next 0-50 
years by maintaining the sea walls 
and replenishing the beach. For 
the area between Shore Road and 
Branksome Dene Chine coastal 
defence helps conserve the existing 
cliff s and infrastructure. Sandbanks 
is actually a sandbar, so defending 
the coast has the additional 
strategic benefi t of protecting the 
Harbour and large parts of the 
urban community as well.

Landscape Management Strategy 
(LMS)
The LMS builds upon existing and 
ongoing management plans being 
undertaken by the BoP including 
the SMP. The overarching objective 
is to help preserve and enhance 
the existing character, habitats and 
ecosystems whilst maintaining and 
evolving a busy tourist destination. 

The SPS is fundamentally 
underpinned by the LMS, 
conserving and evolving the 
existing qualities of  the six 
character areas.

The LMS forms an integral part of 
the SPS providing the framework 
for the design approach. The key 
objective is the enhancement and 
conservation of the chines, sand 
dunes and beach ecosystems, 
working with the SMPs to develop 
high quality and habitat-rich 
environments. The chines form part 
of the LMS and it is anticipated that 
they would be part of a Woodland 
Management Plan (WMP).

5.0 The SPD Framework



Conserving, improving and investing in your beaches

24

Above: Access Strategy Inset Above: Bus network map
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Access Strategy
Most people visiting the seafront 
do so by car and on a sunny day in 
the school holidays long queues 
can form, especially at Sandbanks.

The Access Strategy aims to:

• Minimise the numbers of cars 
arriving at the beaches by 
promoting public transport and 
cycling;

• Spread the car parking load (and 
reduce congestion) by directing 
traffi  c using advance warning 
signage;

• Seek to, at least, maintain the 
present volume of car parking 
spaces close to the beaches; 

• Explore and encourage innovative 
solutions such as a Water Bus 
and/or Land Train.

The nearest rail stations 

(Branksome, 2.3km. Parkstone, 
3.2km) could provide access to 
those travelling with a bike in 
conjunction with well-signed cycle 
routes. Only Poole or Bournemouth 
rail stations are served by bus 
routes to the beach.

Buses play a substantial public 
transport role for the beaches and 
the two main services (Nos: 50 and 
52) cover bus stops within walking 
distance of the beaches. However, it 
would be desirable to see improved 
bus linkages to the eastern beaches 
(Branksome and Branksome Dene 
Chine) in particular.

A key diffi  culty for public transport 
provision is the huge variability in 
demand, depending on weather 
and school holidays. Therefore, 
eff orts should be made to identify 
a local, regional or even national 
‘lifestyle brand’ transport provider 
who might want the kudos and 
positive association with delivering 

people to the beach.
Cycling to the beaches off ers a 
pleasant and healthy way to visit 
though it is restricted on the 
promenade in July and August.

To help support more cycle trips to 
the beaches it is necessary to:

• Improve the routes to the beach, 
taking the least traffi  cked routes 
or providing clearly designated or 
off -carriageway solutions

• Increase cycle parking at key 
nodes

• Introduce luggage lockers at key 
nodes

• Introduce and encourage 
cycle hire providers (focussed 
particularly on promoting cycling 
September to June)

• Consider a ‘Tour’ of Poole for 
September which includes the  
promenade and promotes cycling 
outside the summer months.

Walking to the beaches is popular, 
particularly by those living close 
by. Whether walking from home 
or walking from a bus or car the 
fi nal approach routes clearly play 
an important role. Improved access 
on foot is principally related to 
improving signage and surfacing, 
easier gradients, and providing 
more options in locations like 
Sandbanks and Branksome Chine.

5.0 The SPD Framework
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Above: Infrastructure Strategy
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The Access Strategy should aim to 
deliver:

• A more even spread of car 
parking across the seafront 
beaches area

• Improved awareness of car park 
locations, and walker and ramp 
routes from them

• Advanced direction signage to 
enable drivers to fi nd available car 
park space

• Designated passenger drop-off  
areas

• Safer car parks, with better 
provision for motorcaravans

• Car park pricing contours, which 
relate closeness to the beaches 
with highest cost, and vice-versa

• More on-street car parking and 
fewer parking restrictions

• Firm but friendly parking 
enforcement.

Public Realm Strategy
Co-ordinated public realm 
improvements are required to 
accentuate each location’s special 
appeal. Experienced artists can be 
commissioned to contribute to the 
aesthetics of the seafront, so that 
artistic design is embedded at an 
early stage, rather than ‘stand alone’ 
sculpture add-ons. Materials and 
design must be suitable to salty 
seafront locations and long term 
maintenance and whole life costs 
will be important considerations.

Public realm in the context of the 
seafront includes:

• Pedestrian routes and spaces, 
including the promenade and 
disabled access

• Signage

• Lighting

• Seating

• Playspaces

• Refuse/recycling bins and salt 
stores

• Hand and guard railings, and 

boundary enclosures

• Safety equipment

• Public Art.

Tourism, Branding, Marketing & 
Events
The Tourism Strategy for the 
Borough as a whole sees 
Sandbanks as one of three key 
assets. This should be widened 
to encompass all of the beaches 
as a package of destinations, 
emphasising the variety of spaces 
and activities to be enjoyed, and 
spreading visitors more evenly.

Promoting the seafront beaches 
of Poole would include addressing 
them as a whole, with something 
for everyone. Suggested branding 
of each location which should not 
detract from their common appeal 
and collective strength is set out 
below:

• Sandbanks Beach - A Dune 
Landscape

• Shore Road - The Social Beach

• Flaghead Beach - Hut Life

• Canford Cliff s Beach - The Village 
Beach

• Branksome Beach - A Window on 
the Beaches

• Branksome Dene Beach - 

Woodland-by-the-Sea.

5.0 The SPD Framework
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Above: Tourism, Branding, Marketing and Events

Pleasure Boats

Key Signing Locations

Focus for Beach and Water 
Sports

Borough BoundaryBlue Flag Beaches

Wind and Kite Surfi ng

Link to Purbecks

Sandbanks Beach Shore Beach Flaghead Beach Canford Cliff s Beach Branksome Beach Branksome Dene Beach
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Above: Accommodation Strategy
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Beaches Accommodation Strategy
Overnight visitor accommodation 
includes hotels, holiday homes 
and guest houses at or near the 
beaches. The aim is to increase the 
number of available bedspaces 
year round. More people staying 
close to the seafront will help 
animate the beaches, especially in 
the evenings and will support more 
food and drink outlets. Additional 
accommodation at the beaches 
should cater for new as well as 
existing markets.

The 2 main types of additional 
overnight visitor accommodation 
that are to be considered are Beach 
Studios and new Hotels.

Beach Studios are self-contained, 
self-catering units for short-term 
breaks and can be located in small 
groups. Each unit could sleep four 
people and could include their 
own living space, kitchenette and 
shower/toilet. Each unit with its 
own power and heating could be 
used year round. They could be 
located close to car parking and 
overlooking public spaces.  
Accommodation in the SPS 

document aims to off er something 
not currently available along the 
seafront beaches of Poole. The 
2 hotels included are described 
in section 6. In both cases, the 
Dune Hotel at Sandbanks and the 
Chine Hotel at Branksome Dene 
Chine would require an original 
and unique design. They could 
have a privileged relationship 
with the beaches, enabling them 
to be competitive and therefore 
commercially attractive.

Education, Arts, Community & 
Healthy Lifestyle
There is an opportunity to make 
more use of the seafront in the 
cultural life, and health and well 
being of residents of Poole. The 
open space of the sand, the local 
nature reserves and the dunes 
can be used both formally and 
informally for educational, arts or 
community uses. For instance, East 
Dorset Open Water Swimming Club 
currently use premises at Shore 
Road and the Surf Life Saving Club 
occupy Council buildings at Shore 
Road and Branksome Chine. The 
Community Room at Branksome 
Dene Chine is used by community 
groups also. Further opportunities 

could be explored for all sectors of 
the community. It may be possible 
to include some community use 
within multi-functional space in 
commercial or public buildings. 
Local schools, businesses or 
institutions could make better use 
of the seafront, for instance, school 
beach games or nature walks 
organised through Canford Cliff s 
Library. 

5.0 The SPD Framework
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Above: Local schools, clubs and 
businesses could make increased 
use of the seafront. 
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Above: Education, Arts and Community Strategy

Gallery at the Beach 
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The SPS projects are a set of ideas, 
initiatives and developments 
arranged across the beach 
environment. Each is designed 
to respond to the factors and 
strategies identifi ed in the 
preceding sections but particularly 
to respond to the specifi c 
opportunities at each location.

The SPS sets out the 25 year 
vision, identifying a framework for 
delivery of managed improvements 
and change. For each of the 
six locations a series of images 
provides the following:

•  Principles plan – this 
diagrammatic plan conveys the 
structuring elements for potential 
future change at each locality. 
The plan indicates the main 
pedestrian and vehicular routes, 
the location of car parking and 
key public realm, as well as an 
indication of the likely scale and 
location of new (and existing) 
buildings.

• Illustrative Layout – designed 
to give an impression of how 
the SPD principles could be 
implemented, indicating 
the importance of hard and 

soft landscape, a potential 
arrangement of buildings 
serving diff erent functions, 
and relationships with existing 
surrounding private properties.

• Illustrative Perspective – a 
visualisation showing how the 
location might look in 10 or 20 
years time. A guide mostly in 
terms of the scale and character 
of an area, rather than in detailed 
architectural resolution.

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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Generic Visitor Facilities
At each location it is the aim 
of the SPS to either maintain 
or provide a common set of 
components useful to visitors 
to the beaches. The aspiration 
is for all of these to be built 
according to current industry 
standards and to represent 
design best practice. As with all 
new buildings or environmental 
improvements, all new works 
should accord with the public 
realm strategy.

• A range of transport options 
– the ability to access each 
location by wheelchair, 
walking, cycling, bus or private 
vehicle (whilst accepting the 
practical topographical or 
spatial limitations in some 
cases).

• Cycle stands – stands in 
prominent positions. 

• High quality public realm and 
signage – to help contribute 
to a pleasant, functional 

and memorable beach 
environment.

• Beach access for all – through 
the addition or improvement 
of ramps, handrails, lighting, 
level thresholds and other 
measures.

• Seating – at regular intervals 
along the promenade and the 
approaches, including wind 
breaks and shade.

• Lighting (in varied formats) 
– to help extend activity 
further into evenings and 
winter afternoons, to support 
commercial operators, and 
to make the beaches even 
safer, whilst at the same time 
respecting the value of darker 
areas and the contrast with 
central Bournemouth seafront.

• Public safety signage  - well-
designed and prominent 
without hindering the beach 
setting or key views.

• An active security regime 
– well-resourced and 
experienced public agencies 
ensuring safety and security 
that responds to known 
patterns of behaviour as well as 
spontaneous incidents.

• Waste & Recycling bins – 
designed and integrated into 
the public realm.

 
Beach Management operation
A range of public facilities 
including Beach and Information 
Offi  ce, accessible for all, like:

• Toilets – improved quality, 
reliability and accessibility

• Showers – on the promenade, 
and alongside changing space 
and lockers, in proportion to 
the anticipated demand at 
each location.

• Changing space – some large 
enough for families.

• Storage lockers – a variety of 
sizes, possibly allowing for 

watersports equipment, and 
tenures, including day and 
season timescales. 

• A variety of food & drink 
options – to include a 
minimum of hot and cold 
snacks with ‘year round’ 
catering at Sandbanks Beach, 
Shore Road Beach and 
Branksome Beach.

• Early years playspace and all-
ages outdoor gym – a network 
of informal playspaces and 
equipment that will appeal to 
all ages.

• Core infrastructure (eg.
water, drainage, electricity) 
fi t for purpose – as part of 
the beachwide investment in 
infrastructure.
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6.1 Sandbanks Beach
A Dune Landscape

Make more use of the pavilion at 

Sandbanks, more places to eat and 

drink, the water taxi and sand dunes 
ideas are very good with overnight 

accommodation and more beach huts 
of various styles.

Public Engagement, Spring 2012

“

”
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Opportunity exists at Sandbanks 
Beach to create a special 
destination, one that this location 
demands. But any change must 
respect the historic origins and 
the landscape character of a part-
natural and part-managed sand 
bar. The balance between buildings 
and open space must be carefully 
controlled.

The structure of the area could be 
arranged with various activities 
and operators in a range of ‘cells’, 
with routes created between them,  
linking the sea and Harbour. A main 

route could bisect the pavilion, 
joining the harbour and the beach.

Any future proposal would need 
to be mindful of the provisions of 
the Poole Borough Council Act 
1986 which restricts development 
height and type within some 
areas of Sandbanks. At this stage 
however, the plan is conceptual for 
consultation purposes. 

Biodiversity interests must be 
protected and compensatory 
habitats provided and justifi ed 
as part of any proposal if open 

space were to be reduced as a 
consequence of development (in 
accordance with Policy DM9 of 
SSADMP DPD).

A network of pedestrian paths 
could cross the area, with servicing 
and car parking within more 
peripheral spaces. The existing 
shops on Banks Road could provide 
an extended commercial off er (eg, 
bars and shops) and act as ‘the 
centre of Sandbanks Village’, with a 
retained Scots Pine as the focus of 
an intimate, informal public space. 
Close to this hub, but overlooking 

the beach, a Dune Hotel within this 
landscape could off er a distinctly 
Sandbanks version of a ‘restaurant-
with-rooms.’  

The architectural centrepiece of 
Sandbanks Beach is the crescent 
pavilion which could be developed 
with a glassy second storey to act 
as a modern extension of its civic 
classicism. The pavilion could act as 
the focus for beach visitor facilities, 
to include a welcoming beach and 
information reception,  toilets and 
changing facilities etc. Within this 
building a variety of beach huts, 

6.1 Sandbanks Beach
A Dune Landscape

Boutique dune 
hotel

Sand dune 
beach huts

Food and 
drink pavilion

Beach retail / 
food and drink / 

beach huts

Above: This view from the sea shows how groups of buildings could be set within a new dune landscape at Sandbanks Beach.

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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kiosks and cafés could be provided. 
Amongst these could be a select 
group of  purpose-designed  ‘Beach 
Studios’ providing self-contained 
accommodation, potentially for 
weekend and overnight stays. 

Existing trees and dunes could 
mix with new planting and 
buildings. Within this soft 
landscape ecological habitats 
could be encouraged, aswell as 
public access. Most areas could 
be accessible to all, with children 
encouraged to explore in safety.

The promenade could be partly 
modifi ed with timber boardwalks 
to create a softer transition to the 
sand and beach. Any loss of open 
space would need to be justifi ed 
and replaced where appropriate.

Any new car parking areas could 
be disguised by a framework of 
structural planting, and additional 
car parking on Banks Road would 
adopt an angled (echelon) format 
with frequent landscape breaks.

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change

Overnight 
accommodation

Sand dune 
beach huts

Sand dune 
beach huts

Existing 

buildings

Sandbanks Beach Success 
Criteria:
Landscape, public realm and 
development proposals help 
increase off  peak use, and:

• contribute to the maintenance 
of Blue Flag status.

• contribute to the creation of a 
coherent landscape and public 
realm structure.

• contribute to the retention or 
creation of ecological habitats.

• enable the provision of around 
450 off  street parking spaces in 

total (currently 550).

• increase all year round activity, 
and increase alternative and 
fl exible use of car parking 
including additional on-street 
parking in Banks Road.

• enable the provision of around 
170 beach huts or beach 
studios in total.

• only consider buildings of no 
more than 4 storeys opposite 
2-16 Banks Road, and no more 
than 3 storeys elsewhere on 
the site.
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Development Principles:

Landscape structure based around dunes

Two principal public spaces

Clear visitor focus around pavilion

Commercial / retail focus with passing trade

Buildings to be 2/3 storey max; coherent 

mini-complex of public /private facilities

Better pedestrian routes from Beach to 

Harbour

Lightweight pedestrian link to Shore Road

Bus priority measures

Variable availability of car parks

Additional car parking in Banks Road

Pavilion converted for beach reception, 
visitor facilities and accommodation

Commercial (eg. sports / clothing retail, 
café/restaurant) with apartments above 
(max 4 storeys)

Boutique hotel with seafront café/
restaurant

Beach studios, beach huts and café on the 
sand

1

C

B
A

2

3

4

2

1

X

Y

Y

X

A

3

4

Sandbanks could enjoy a reinstated sand dune 
landscape, within which buildings, car parking 
and outdoor activities are found. A loose 
framework of dunes and open spaces could 
provide the setting for public, private and 
commercial buildings. Stands of Scots Pine 

within a rolling dunescape could subdivide 
the whole area into a series of cells, thereby 
creating a diverse set of spaces, connected 
by distinctive routes running between the 
harbour and the promenade.

Above: Diagram highlighting the key development principles

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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Beach side facilities 

2 storey beach huts

Seafront dining

Shared surface

Spa options

Weddings Dune Walks

Contemporary Design

Complimentary facilities
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1. Commercial, food and drink, 
apartments with private car 
parking and plaza?

2. Sand dune hotel and dune 
 wedding venue?

3. Water taxi business?

4. Harbour arts café?

5. Beach café / bar?

6. Beach huts?

7. Beach studios?

8. Public car parking?

9. Banks Road parking on    
street?

10.  Beach facilities and beach  
 offi  ce?

11. All ages play space?

N

Illustrative Plan
Sandbanks Beach
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6.2 Shore Road
The Social beach

I think some overnight accommodation 

is a good idea; I also like the idea of 

a water taxi from Poole Quay as that 
may well encourage more tourists 

to the beach. More benches on the 
promenade is also a good idea. And I 

think any eating places would probably 
enhance the experience all along the 

promenade. I think more could be 

made of the entrance to Shore Road 

beachside. More toilets everywhere 

would defi nitely be welcome, especially 

as currently some don’t open in the 

winter!

Public Engagement, Spring 2012

“

”
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Development Principles:

Better entrance signage / space

Shared ped / vehicle approach

Multi-function public realm with 

extended promenade

Buildings to be 2/3 storey max; coherent 

mini-complex of public /private 

facilities; designed to include landmark 
element

Overnight beach studios

Lightweight pedestrian link to west over 
dunes

Chines-meet-the-dunes landscape 
character

On street car parking

Commercial retail/café/restaurant/bar 
unit(s)

New day and overnight beach huts

Private apartments (for lease)

Harbour side coff ee / ice cream kiosk

1 2

3

4

1

2

3

4

The main structuring elements of routes 
and destinations are largely in place at 
Shore Road. The principal challenges are 
in replacing tired beachfront buildings 

with a mini-complex around new public 
space, and in leading the visitor to it via 
an appropriate gateway landscape and 
shared surface highway.

Above: Diagram highlighting the key development principles

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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The bustle and busyness of Shore 
Road is a product of its accessibility, 
its youthful crowd and its existing 
facilities. It is within a narrow funnel 
and gateway to the beach with 
views to the sea and activities 
near the promenade. There is 
opportunity here for a landmark 
building and new public realm, to 
include shops, bars and kiosks, and 
potentially a top fl oor restaurant.

The frontage car park, off  a shared 
surface street, could be developed 
for private apartments, providing 
useful revenue as well as more 
natural surveillance.

Along the promenade towards 
Branksome, there could be new 
beach huts and beach studios. High 
quality accommodation of this type 
would be attractive, especially to a 
younger customer base interested 

in active sports. Any layout of 
this area must better signal the 
footpaths back towards Chaddesley 
Glen whilst incorporating 
accessible gradients.

New development here should 
help maintain the open aspect to 
the rear of properties in Chaddesley 
Wood Road, but some additional 
height would be acceptable where 
this enables a better commercial 
operation and improves 
placemaking, so long as each 
existing property retains more than 
one oblique view to the sea.

6.2 Shore Road
The Social Beach

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change

Shore Road Success Criteria:
Landscape, public realm and 
development proposals help 
increase off  peak use, and :

• contribute to the maintenance 
of Blue Flag status.

• contribute to the creation of a 
coherent landscape and public 
realm structure.

• enable the provision of around 
56 on and off  street parking 
spaces reduced from 97.

• enable increased on-street 
parking in Banks Road / Shore 
Road.

• enable the provision of  
replacement beach huts plus 
around 80 additional  huts or 
beach studios.

• could include buildings no 
taller than 3 storeys (including 
opposite Sandacres), unless a 
4 or 5 storey building at the 
junction of the promenade and 
the approach road incorporates 
a top fl oor café or public 
function room.
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15

23

16

17
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19
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14

Illustrative Plan
Shore Road
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14.  Ice cream kiosk and  coff ee      
 hut? 

15.  New apartments?

16.  Bike hire hut?

17.  Café / restaurant / bar,   

 beach facilities and visitor  

 centre?

18.  Ice cream and sandwich  
 shop?

19.  Café and shop units?

20.  Beach Facilities?

21.  Beach huts?

22.  Beach Studios?

23.  Re-confi gured car parking  
 for apartments?
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Beach huts and 
studios

Existing 
buildings

Café / restaurant / bar, 
beach facilities and 

visitor centre

Above: Shore Road has the most urban context and is the bustling westerly start of the promenade. As such it could be marked in a suitably bold and 
signifi cant way.  

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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Above: Innovative and contemporary design concepts for seafront areas. 51

Beach front public realm 

Beach studio

Board walk

Outdoor seating

Quality catering off er

Cafe/restaurant space High quality public realm

Decking - soft landscape material

Contemporary structures

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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6.3 Flaghead Beach
Hut Life

Overall I would wish for the facilities 

to be improved without removing the 

natural charm that currently exists. I 
would hope for an upgrade but I still 

want to recognise the beach.

Public Engagement, Spring 2012

“

”
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Development Principles:

Better entrance signage / wayfi nding 
(inc. at beach)

Focal public space inc. public and retail 
facilities

Infi ll beach huts and new kiosk

Minor improvements at Flaghead 
Beach would include more 
beach huts and a new playspace 
overlooked by a new ice cream 
kiosk.

Above: Diagram highlighting the key development principles

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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A slender lane from Haven Road 
hidden in the chine leads to 
Flaghead Beach. It is quiet and 
private, unseen from the beaches 
either side.

By marking each end of the chine 
path with a proportionate public 
realm scheme more people will 
walk this useful route. At the foot of 
the chine people will be attracted 
to a relocated ice cream and snack 
kiosk, and a creative play area.

Flaghead Beach is however 
principally characterised by beach 
huts. This will continue and any 
opportunities should be taken to 
make a modest increase in the 
number of units available here.

6.3 Flaghead Beach
Hut Life

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change

Flaghead Beach Success Criteria:
Landscape, public realm and 
development proposals help 
increase off  peak use and:

• contribute to the maintenance 
of Blue Flag status.

• contribute to the creation of a 
coherent landscape and public 
realm structure.

• enable the provision of around 
180 beach huts (including 24 
new build).

• only allow buildings that are no 
taller than 2 storeys.

• include woodland 
management and biodiversity 
protection of Sites of Nature 
Conservation. 
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Above: Halfway between Shore Road and Canford Cliff s Beach, Flaghead Beach is hidden from both, lending it a quiet calm and degree of independence.

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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24.  Ice cream kiosk and  beach  
 huts above?

25.  Beach huts? 

26.  All ages play space?

25 24

26

Illustrative Plan
Flaghead Beach
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6.4 Canford Cliff s Beach
The Village Beach

Make cafés etc more inviting and 

attractive. Much as I like nostalgia, 

the buildings at Canford Cliff s have 
not changed in my lifetime. It would 

be good to attract more families to 
underused areas with coff ee bars rather 

than just the ice-cream kiosk. Make a 
feature of the footpath lighting through 

the trees in some of the darker chines 

to encourage people to use the beach 

areas more in the evenings. A cheap 

park and ride would improve access to 

the beach.

Public Engagement, Spring 2012

“

”
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Development Principles:

Better entrance signage / wayfi nding 
(inc. from shops)

More on street car parking

Focal public space

Walk route improvements

Reveal chine landscape especially at 
promenade

All buildings to be 2 storey max

2nd level of promenade beach huts 
with frequent gaps

Overnight beach studios (on the prom 
or amongst trees)

Extension / alteration of lifeguard 
station to create café / kiosk building

Private house (for lease)

Other factors:

Toilets / facilities at promenade level

Ecological / landscape management 
plan

Lighting to promenade and chine

No net loss of public open space land

1
2

1

2

Clearer routes to the 
promenade, from additional 
on street car parking, would 
increase access to this beach 
and help support better facilities 
and commercial outlets. Adding 

a second fl oor above some 
beach huts would increase the 
overall stock whilst providing 
gap views through to the cliff s 
behind.

Above: Diagram highlighting the key development principles

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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Footpaths through the heavily 
treed chine at Canford Cliff s 
conceal views of the beach until 
the fi nal approach. In this stretch 
are the quaint timber beach huts 
that provide an intimate, small scale 
family feel to the area, recognised 
in its Conservation Area status.

Canford Cliff s Beach has numerous 
beach huts, most in single storey 
blocks. Increasing the number of 
beach huts by adding an extra 
storey to some blocks, or part of 
a block, could add to the overall 
stock whilst still conserving views 
through to the green cliff s behind.

The quiet, family-focussed 
ambience here makes it an ideal 
location for a few beach studios 
that could be secluded amongst 
the trees or front the promenade.
The focus of Canford Cliff s Beach 
should remain the former beach 
shelter, converted and extended 
to accommodate a café/restaurant, 
kiosk and toilets. A small public 
space here could include a 
proportionate timber deck, 
extending over the sand to allow 
for alfresco dining with a view, and 
mark the chine on this otherwise 
straight stretch of promenade.

This long stretch of beach has 
limited existing car parking. 
Better signage to the beach from 
Ravine Road, would help as would 
additional spaces on Cliff  Drive and 
the Esplanade.

There is a small plot of land for the 
potential development of a private 
dwelling adjoining 24 Cliff  Drive. 
Exceptional architectural quality 
would be required to ensure any 
building added positively to the 
skyline.

6.4 Canford Cliff s Beach
The Village Beach

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change

Canford Cliff s Beach Success 
Criteria:
Landscape, public realm and 
development proposals should:

• contribute to the maintenance 
of Blue Flag status.

• contribute to the creation of a 
coherent landscape and public 
realm structure including 
woodland management.

• enable the provision of around 
90 on street parking spaces (70 
existing) in Esplanade and Cliff  
Drive.

• enable the provision of around  
119 additional new build beach 
huts (194 existing).

• enable the introduction of 
additional food and drink 
outlets serving the beach.

• only allow buildings no taller 
than 2 storeys.

• provide toilets at promenade 
level.

• improve access to the beach.
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Illustrative Plan
Canford Cliff s 
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27.  Café / restaurant? 

28. Ice cream / coff ee kiosk?

29. Beach changing facilities?

30. Beach sports changing   
 facilities?

31. Beach huts?

32. Beach studios?

33. Public car parking?

34. Beach marquees and beach  
 sports pitches?

35. Private house - Cliff  top?

N

32
30

33

34
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Above: By restoring and extending the art deco building at the foot of the chine as a centrepiece Canford Cliff s Beach can retain its period charm whilst 
providing updated facilities.

New beach huts over 
existing

Complex of buildings 

including café, kiosk, toilets 
and changing space.

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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Modern designs 

Contemporary cafe/restaurant

Contemporary beach hut design

Beach soccer

Beach infrastructure

Woodland studios Public realm

Beach volleyball

Canford Cliff s beach huts

Above: Examples of activities, structures and spaces that can be found at, or near, the seafront. 6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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6.5 Branksome Beach
A Window on the Beaches

I like the idea of a sky café projecting 

beyond the cliff , improved transport 

links, more seating along the 
promenade and decent toilets.

Public Engagement, Spring 2012

“

”
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Development Principles:

Landscape connection from the chine to 
the beach

Multi-function public realm, with 
potential for events

Better pedestrian routes from Beach 
Road / Western Road

Reordered and better managed Beach 
Road car park (inc off  season ‘car 
parking’)

More on street car parking

Buildings to be 2/3 storey max; 

harmonious with central café/restaurant; 
to include public sundecks; to respect 
and reinforce alignment of chine

Water sports facilitated with better 
promenade access, support facilities, 
storage space

Overnight beach studios

Potential redevelopment or regeneration 
of shop/ toilets building for café/shops/
toilets/changing/fi rst aid/ management/
storage

Potential new water sports building with 
shop/teaching space/stores/changing

Cliff  edge ‘sky café’ adjoining Western 
Road car park

Note:
Car parking at promenade retained 

within public realm

1

2

3

1

2

3

Branksome Beach is the most 
accessible location along the 
seafront. By making it easier to 
use car parks at Western Road 
and Beach Road, and adding 
on street car parking, a more 
multifunctional public space is 
possible adjacent to the 

promenade. By adding more 
active uses around this space, 
involving watersports, retail and 
food-and-drink, it can act as a 
primary gateway to the sand, 
the sea and the views.

Above: Diagram highlighting the key development principles

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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  The easy access and width of the 
chine means that this location is 
strategically prominent on the coast, 
  Branksome Chine is well-defi ned by 
steep ridges creating a framed view 
between land and sea. Biodiversity 
interest will be maintained in the 
SNCI designation along the back of 
the promenade. Branksome Chine 
should be pedestrian-dominated 
whilst still accommodating space 
for car parking.

  Within a Conservation Area and on 
the edge of the promenade is the 
popular Branksome Beach café in 
the former beach station (a locally 
listed building). One or two more 
outlets could be provided,   as well 
as shops and a kiosk. The existing 
building could be refurbished 
and extended as required whilst 
retaining the key features of interest.

  On the western element of the car 
park a multi-functional building for 
watersports and visitors could be 

built. Storage space for small craft 
and changing facilities for users 
could combine with training and 
teaching areas,   as currently exists 
for the Branksome Chine Surf Life 
Saving Club. It is possible that it 
could be managed by a commercial 
operator.

  The height of the cliff  and spread 
of vegetation combine with 
the curve of the cliff s to present 
an opportunity for panoramic 
views from a new café/restaurant 
projecting from Western Road car 
park. Subject to full technical and 
fi nancial assessments,   this new 
Sky Café could become a truly 
iconic addition to The Seafront 
Beaches of Poole. Whether a 
destination restaurant or a family 
café,   an elegant architectural and 
engineering solution would be 
required.

  Elsewhere along the beach, 
  redevelopment and rationalisation 

can increase the overall number of 
beach huts,   move toilets to 

promenade level and relocate 
kiosks.

67

6.5 Branksome Beach
A Window on the Beaches

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change

Branksome Beach Success Criteria:
Landscape, public realm and 
development proposals can help 
to increase off  peak use, and:

• contribute to the maintenance 
of Blue Flag status.

• contribute to the creation of a 
coherent landscape and public 
realm structure, plus woodland 
management.

• contribute to the retention or 
creation of ecological habitats.

• enable the retention of, and 
greater use of, around 420 off  
street parking spaces at Beach 
Road and Western Road.

• enable the reduction of car 
parking to around 70 spaces 
adjoining the promenade.

• enable increased on street 
parking in Pinecliff  Road and 
Beach Road.

• enable the provision of around 
an extra 120 new build beach 
huts (254 existing).

• enable the introduction of 
additional food and drink and 
retail outlets serving the beach 
and Pinecliff  Road.

• enable the creation of a 
commercial/retail/watersports 
hub between Pinecliff  Road and 
the beach.

• include buildings no taller than 3 
storeys

• introduce a drop off /pick up 
facility.
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39
39

36

Illustrative Plan
Branksome Beach
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36. Sky café?

37. Ice cream kiosk / café?

38. Public toilets?

39. Beach huts?

40. Public car parking?

41. Beach facilities?

42. Café / restaurant, shop units 
  and visitor centre?

43. Water sports building?

N

39

42

40

40

39

3738

40

40

41

43
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Above: New and refurbished buildings overlooking the beach and chine may well respond to the opportunities at Branksome Beach for more activities 
year round as well as in the peak season.

Existing 
building

Public space with car 

parking

Café / restaurant, shop 

units and visitor centre 
within developed and 

extended existing building

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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Beach life - outdoor living

Dining out by the sea

Beach soccer

Windsurfi ng

Contemporary building

Waterside cafe Contemporary building

Contemporary public building

Water based leisure

Above: Images of contemporary buildings and beach-side activities that can be appropriate in a seafront setting. 6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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Development Principles:

Better entrance signage / space

Focal public space

Vehicle access improved by local 

widening

Greatly enhanced pedestrian routes, 

separate from road

Reveal chine landscape especially at 
promenade

Buildings to be 2/3 storey max; multi-
volume (rather than monolithic); 
designed to follow contours; recessive 

in scale and materials

Water sports facilitated with better 
promenade access, support facilities, 
storage space

Overnight beach studios

Ground and rope walks amongst trees

Either Hotel with function space (40 
beds max) or Remade Community 
Building (plus small-scale 
accommodation).

Other factors:

Ecological / landscape management 
plan

Maximum car parking retained (inc off  
season ‘car parking’)

No net loss of public open space land

72

1

Above: Diagram highlighting the key development principles

Revealing, restoring and 
celebrating the landscape is the 
key to change at Branksome 
Dene Beach. Whilst modest 
improvements can be made to 
access, both by car and on foot, 

this location will always be most 
memorable as a deep, green 
bowl behind a popular beach a 
short walk from Bournemouth.

1

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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6.6 Branksome Dene Beach
Woodland-by-the-Sea

I like the idea of having a dedicated 

sports area. Also the idea of having a 

family pub/hotel, perhaps at Branksome 
Dene is good. Bringing more toilets 

down to beach level is very welcome, 
together with updated seating. Loved 

the thought of ‘on beach’ seating, just 
hope the charges aren’t too much. As 

for cabins in the cliff tops – fantastic!

Public Engagement, Spring 2012

“

”
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Above: Change at Branksome Dene Chine could include decluttering the landscape to reveal the chine and create platforms for new buildings and 
facilities.

New beach toilets / facilities 
and kiosk at promenade level

New community and wedding 
venue (or site for a small hotel) Tree top adventures

Landscape revealed at 
mouth of chine

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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This is an enclosed, sylvan bowl 
forming the most easterly chine. 
Woodland management and SCNI 
protection must be at the core of 
any future proposals to increase 
use.

Change here could include a new 
and larger community and leisure 
venue in an elevated position with 
an enlarged terrace and a handful 
of rooms for hire as the existing 
building is no longer fi t for purpose. 
It could include new changing 
space, toilets and showers. A kiosk 
could be located on a deck that 
projects over the sand in a similar 
style to the decks at Shore Beach 
and Canford Cliff s.

The woodland of the chine could 
be accessed via a new rope 
adventure activity feature, and 
watersports should be supported 
here with improved facilities and 

access. Overnight accommodation 
could be provided in limited 
numbers.

The intimate scale, sense of 
enclosure and discrete approach 
might make this location 
particularly appealing as a venue 
for managed music or performance 
events.

Should an operator of suffi  cient 
calibre be found then an hotel 
could be located here and the 
community space relocated 
somewhere else along the beach.
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6.6 Branksome Dene Beach
Woodland-by-the-Sea

6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change

Branksome Dene Beach Success Criteria:
Landscape, public realm and development 
proposals help increase off  peak use and :

•  increase use all year round.

• contribute to the creation of a coherent 
landscape and public realm structure.

• contribute to the retention or creation of 
ecological habitats plus woodland management.

• enable the retention of around 130 off  street 
parking spaces.

• enable the provision of around an extra 8 
new build beach huts (79 existing including 
replacement) and 5  new beach studios in total. 

• enable the introduction of additional food and 
drink outlets serving the beach.

• only allow buildings that are no taller than 2 
storeys (or 3 storeys in the case of an hotel of 
exceptional architectural quality).
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44. Beach Facilities ?

45. Ice Cream Kiosk?

46. Beach Huts?

47. Community and events  
 space with accommodation  
 (or site for a small hotel)?

48. Public parking?

49. Beach studios?

50. Tree top walk way and   
 nature experience?

N

45

44

46

46

48

50

50

47
4949

Illustrative Plan
Branksome Dene Beach
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Windsurfi ng 

Modern public places

Contemporary architecture

Weddings on the beach

Tree top trails

Taking in the views Contemporary architecture

Go Ape!

Tea time!

Above: Some potential modern components of seafront character. 6.0 Projects - A Framework for Change
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7.0 Delivering the Vision
8.0 Conclusion
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In the spirit of Localism, the Council 
will continue to work together, 
in partnership, to deliver the full 
potential of  Poole’s seafront.

Important factors to consider 
include:

• focussing on a clear delivery 
strategy which maintains 
momentum and a strategic 
overview 

• planning for short, medium and 
long term success, including 
implementing high value 
schemes throughout the project

• recognising the importance of 
the overall vision and building a 
reputation for quality

• retaining the ability to respond 
to strong opportunities whilst 

remaining true to key principles 
and the overall vision

• ensuring infrastructure 
investment and public realm 
projects, including landscape 
management and habitat 
creation, are delivered at the 
same rate as commercial 
developments 

• producing a fi rst phase which 
is suffi  ciently broad and 
comprehensive that it can be 
used to demonstrate several key 
features of the SPS, for instance 
including a mix of land uses, 
new public realm, infrastructure 
investment and good quality 
design including high grade 
materials.

Development guidance

Development Briefs
It may be desirable or necessary to 
produce a Development Brief for 
one or more of the SPS locations. 
The largest, Sandbanks Beach, 
would seem the most obvious 
candidate. Such a document would 
add further detail to the form and 
nature of change anticipated and 
would be consulted on prior to 
adoption. As well as more fully 
illustrating what is envisaged a 
Development Brief would also be 
valuable in reducing risk for the 
landowner and investor.

Public Realm Design Guide
The performance requirements and 
physical appearance of the public 
realm is critical to the success of 
the SPS but can only be covered 
in strategic terms in a document 
such as this. It is recommended 
that a specifi c companion guide be 
produced. Regard will also need to 
be paid to the adopted SPD  ‘Our 
Streets and Spaces’ . 

7.0 Delivering the Vision

7.0 Delivering the Vision
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The Sustaining Poole’s Seafront 

draft SPD sets out a fl exible ap-
proach to what could happen to 

refresh and upgrade the current 
seafront off er.  

We have listened to what you, the 
community, have told us so far 
about your likes and dislikes and 
incorporated many of your ideas 
into the document.

For ease the seafront is divided into 
six diff erent areas, within an overall 
structure for the whole of Poole’s 
seafront.

The projects included are what 
could be provided but are not con-
clusive, within the context of the 
magnifi cent natural setting of our 
coastline and we would welcome 
your views and any other ideas that 
you may have. 

The public consultation will run 
for 12 weeks with the draft SPD 
available on the Council   website                       
www.boroughofpoole.com,  as well 
as paper copies in all the Borough 
libraries and the Civic Centre main 
reception.

 Poole’s seafront is breath-taking, 
precious, fragile and much-loved  
and it must and can remain so. 
Updating and adding to the 
facilities available, and creating a 
self-sustaining beach environment, 
can be done in this context. As we 
say above, nothing should detract 
from the simple pleasures to be 
had in such a spectacular setting.

Cllr Judy Butt
Portfolio Holder for Community 
Engagement and Participation

8.0 Conclusion

8.0 Conclusion
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9.0 Reference Material

a. Seafront Beaches Strategy (2011)

b. Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
Level 1 (2009)

c. Flood Risk Management Strategy 
(2011)

d. Poole and Christchurch Bays 
Shoreline Management Plan 
Review Sub-cell 5f - Section 4. 
Policy Development Zone 3 
(2011)

e. Beach Master Plan Planning 
Assessment (2011)

f. Beach Road Conservation Area 
designation leafl et (1990)

g. Canford Cliff s Conservation Area 
designation leafl et (1989)

h. Sandbanks Conservation Area 
Appraisal and Management Plan 
(2009)

i. Shoreline Character Areas SPG 
(2004)

j. Borough of Poole 
Characterisation Study (2010)

k. Poole Core Strategy (2009)

l. Poole Site Specifi c Allocations 
and Development Management 

 Policies Development Plan 
Document (2011)

m. Poole Beach Survey 2002

n. Poole Opinion Panel Survey 
Spring 2009

o. Poole Opinion Panel Survey 
Spring 2010

p. Poole Tourism Strategy 2006-
2015

q. Leisure Strategy for Poole – 
Consultation Draft 2011-2015

r. Beach Master Plan Public 
Engagement Report 2012

s. Bournemouth Seafront Strategy 
2007-2011 (2006).

9.0 Reference Material



Conserving, improving and investing in your beaches

83

10.0 Acronyms

BoP Borough of Poole Council

DPD Development Plan Document

LDF Local Development Framework 

LHC Lacey Hickie Caley consultants

LMS Landscape Management Strategy

SPS          Sustaining Poole’s Seafront

SMP Shoreline Management Plan

SNCI Site of Nature Conservation Interest

SPD Supplementary Planning Document

SSADMP Site Specifi c Allocations & Development Management Policies DPD

SSSI Site of Special Scientifi c Interest

WMP Woodland Management Plan

10.0 Acronyms
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The project team is as follows:

LHC - Urban Design, Architecture & 
Landscape

Layout, design and master planning

Goadsby - Commercial Agents
Commercial strategy, property 
market advice

PH Warr - Quantity Surveyors
Development appraisal, costs and 
funding

Buro Happold - Engineering
Environmental Sustainability and 
Transportation

Bournemouth University - Future 
Tourism
Future tourism, Visitor attractions, 
Global trends

Unless otherwise stated, the 
Ordnance Survey mapping 
included within this document is 
provided under licence from the 
Ordnance Survey. Persons viewing 
this mapping should contact 
Ordnance Survey copyright for 
advice where they wish to licence 
Ordnance Survey mapping/map 
data for their own use.

Unless otherwise stated, copyright 
for photographic and other 
illustrative material is owned by 
Lacey Hickie Caley Ltd (LHC). 

This publication has been 

produced to support Poole’s 
Sustaining Poole’s Seafront and 

should not be used for any purpose 
other than that intended. Any 

reproduction of this publication or 
of any pictures/drawings in whole 

or in part without Lacey Hickie 
Caley Ltd (LHC) express written 
permission is prohibited.

All rights reserved Lacey Hickie 
Caley Ltd (LHC).

© LHC 2012.

We can give you help to read 
or understand this information

01202 633321

18001 01202 633321

boroughofpoole.com/accessibility



93

Conserving, improving and investing in your beaches

in association with

BOROUGH OF POOLE


